
·Scaling up good food

·Healthy

·Fair

·Affordable

·Green

·Entire Value Chain

·Small and mid-sized producers

·Connections to accountable buyers



·Structure of NGFN
·10 Regional Lead Teams
·Advisory Council

·Wallace Center at Winrock International

·Connect across regions (RLTs) & other national 
networks
·Sum is greater than parts

·Connect to funding

·Connect to knowledge
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Third Party Certification

Scott Exo, Executive Director, Food Alliance

www.foodalliance.org



1 st party label 
Issued by producer without independent review

ñWe practice óprecision agriculture to reduce fertilizer useò

2 nd party label
Issued by industry, trade or membership association

ñOur dairy farmers pledge not to use artificial growth hormonesò

3 rd party label
Issued by organization independent from the product/producer

ñOur coffee is Fair Trade Certifiedò

Understanding product claims and labels

Consumerôs Union
www.greenerchoices.org/eco - labels/



ÅGrowers& companies want to differentiate 
and add valueto their products.

ÅBuyers ǿŀƴǘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ΨǎŎǊŜŜƴǎΩΦ

ÅAdvocates want better social and 
environmental outcomes and tools to gauge 
them. 

ÅConsumerswant good food, grown 
responsibly.

Why certify?

www.foodalliance.org



Compliance= responding to buyer demand

ÅE.g. GAP or other buyer-dictated food safety 
audits

Adding value = proactively differentiating 
products & brands based on performance 
against an independently issued/audited std

ÅE.g. Fair Trade, Biodynamic, Organic, FA

Certification
Complying or adding value?

www.foodalliance.org



Eco-Labels are Credible When They Are:

V Meaningful and Verifiable

V Consistent and Clear

V Transparent

V Independent and Free from Conflict of Interest

V Open to Public Comment

Consumerôs Union

www.greenerchoices.org/eco-labels/
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ñWho would you prefer provide certification?ò  

Base: Significant shoppers inside the World of Sustainability (n=1,591; 243 Core, 589 Inner Mid-level, 487 Outer Mid-level, 272 

Periphery).  

Source: Sustainability 2008 Survey, Sept. 2008

The Type of Organization Behind the Label Matters

Independent 
(non-profit) 
organization

Government 
Agency

Company



Myth of Too Many Labels?
Independent, 3rd party certifications in wide 
use on multiple products in multiple regions in 
N America



Food Alliance
defines & promotes 

sustainability

in agriculture and 

the food industry

Science Business

Values



Universities

Consumer

Groups

Labor 

Groups

Government 

Agencies

Animal Welfare

Groups

Environmental 

Groups
Food Industry

www.foodalliance.org



Independent, 3rd-party certification program that 

growers, processors, packers and distributors 

use to:

Ádifferentiate and add value to products, and

Áprotect and enhance brands . . . 

with credible social and environmental claims. 

www.foodalliance.org



www.foodalliance.org

ÅProvide safe and fair working conditions

ÅProvide healthy, humane care for livestock

ÅReduce pesticide use and toxicity

ÅConserve soil and water resources

ÅProtect and enhance wildlife habitat

ÅContinually improve management practices

Food Alliance certification 

verifies that farms and ranches:



www.foodalliance.org

ÅUse Food Alliance CertifiedÊ ingredients 

ÅProvide a safe & fair working conditions

ÅConserve water and energy resources 

ÅReduce waste through reuse & recycling 

ÅReduce/eliminate use of toxic materials

ÅEnsure quality control & food handling safety 

ÅContinually improve management practices

Food Alliance certification 
verifies that packers, processors & distributors:



www.foodalliance.org

Å>80% Food Alliance CertifiedÊ ingredients from farms 

and ranches that are superior employers and 

environmental stewards 

ÅNo genetically engineered ingredients

ÅNo artificial colors or preservatives

ÅNo artificial hormones

ÅNo sub-therapeutic antibiotics

Food Alliance Certified
means products are made with:




